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Topical Sermons (NT Texts)\The Parable of the Lost Sheep -- Luke 15:4-7
Do you not remember when the Lord lifted you up from the horrible pit? when he sent 
from above, and delivered you, and became your strength? I shall never forget that day. 
What a wonderful lift it was for me when the Great Shepherd lifted me into newness of 
life. The Lord said of Israel, "I bare you on eagles' wings" Ex 19:4; but it is a dearer 
emblem still to be borne upon the shoulders of the incarnate Lord.

Topical Sermons (NT Texts)\The Parable of the Lost Sheep -- Luke 15:4-7
This laying on the shoulders was an appropriating act. He seemed to say, "You are my 
sheep, and therefore I lay you on my shoulders." He did not make his claim in so many 
words, but by a rapid action he declared it: for a man does not bear away a sheep to 
which he has no right: this was not a sheep-stealer, but a shepherd-proprietor. He holds 
fast the sheep by all four of its legs, so that it cannot stir, and then he lays it on his own 
shoulders, for it is all his own now. He seems to say, "I am a long way from home, and I 
am in a weary desert; but I have found my sheep, and these hands shall hold it." Here 
are our Lord's own words, "I give unto my sheep eternal life, and they shall never 
perish; neither shall any pluck them out of my hand" John 10:28. Hands of such might 
as those of Jesus will hold fast the found one. Shoulders of such power as those of Jesus 
will safely bear the found one home. It is all well with that sheep, for it is positively and 
experimentally the Good Shepherd's own, just as it always had been his in the eternal 
purpose of the Father. Do you remember when Jesus said unto you, "Thou art mine"? 
Then I know you also appropriated him, and began to sing:

"So I my best Beloved's am,
And he is mine."

Deut 32:11.As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad 
her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings:

12So the LORD alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him.

13He made him ride on the high places of the earth, that he might eat the increase of the 
fields; and he made him to suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock;
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